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The above picture was loaned to us by Joe Rowan. The corner stone now on disp¥ay'fo
the Osgoode Twp. Museum reads S5,S. Section Ho. 1l1l. A.D. 1884. The stone was donated Lo
the Historical Society by Mel Tomkins (Deceased) This building replaced a little red
school house of earlier times, and it in its turm was replaced by a 1arger and more modernm
facility in the 1950's. For many who view this picture, fond memorics of earlier times
will croes their minds, for example, ;all fairs, entrance exams, continuation to further
-education etc,

¥inutes of Annual Meeting dated Dec. 27, 1899, Metcalfe, Ont: The Annual School Mﬁetirg
.was held in school house, Metealfe Sec. 11 at the hour of 10 o'clock 2.m. It was moved

by Jas. McLaurin, secd. by Hugh Craig thet - John Swemey act as Chairman, carried. '
Moved by Dap McLaurin, secd by F. Iveson that J.A, McGregor act as Secretary. Carried.
Minutes of previous meeting read and adopted. Moved by A, Walker, secd. by Jas McLaurin’
that the auditors report just read be adopted. Garried,

Electing a Trustee'  Moved by Goe Latimer, secd by D. Melarin that John A._HbGregor be a
truStee.

Moved by wm Campbell, secd. by Chas, Bradshaw that George Blair be re~clected. 4 lengthy
discussion arose, how was thelr best way to vote for said candidates by show of hands or. N
ballot, Not having the school act on hand, which was sent for to the Sec. for the office
which caused some delay. -

Sale of Wood: J. A. McGregor Auctioneer of 20 cord of hard maple 24 iﬁ. long to be S
'delzvered in. woad shed, the same being sold to A, Walker for $1.29 per cord, he being the
lowest bidder. Moved by A. E. Quail, secd by Ed Whiteside that the election of trustee '
be conducted by writing the names of each candidate on a paper and every rate payer mark
opposite the' candidate which they went to vote for. Carried. Results of votes - Namely -~
John A. McGregor 18, Sem Latimer 12, George Blair 7., The €Chajrman declared as results . of
votes J. A, MeGregor elected., Wn, J, Whiteside and ¥Wm, Campbell demended a pole. Noved

by F. Iveson, secd by Geo. Latimer that the two highest candidates be voted for. Wm,
Campbell mthdr;ew his demand for a pole. Carried. Votes stood as follows., J. A. ~ . .
¥cGregor 23. Sem Latimelr 14, The chairmen declared J. A. McGregor elected. - B

Moved by Al Walker and secd by Rev. Clarke that H., McGirr be Auditor for the Sectiona..
" {Carried)} A4 lengthy discussion ensued about H. School or continuation class.

Hoved by Wm. Campbell seed by Wm. Elliott that this meeting sanction the action of the
Trustees in regard to ngh School {Carried) i ..

There being no.further business teo bring before the meeting the Chairman declared
the meetlng closed A

' 4 = o -

Chalyman . - , Secreta:y

Heritage Day at the Museum: Feb. 20, 1988 once again Program Birector Dav1d Grgy excelled
in his expertise in portraying a part of our Township History, with an 1874 twp. map,, . .
depicting the areas of our former one room schools and reminiscence by Harry Anderson. :
A slide présentaticn- courtesy of Bpper Canada Village made for an entertaining afternoon
to a packed housé. - o

The following is an excerpt from the Manotick Messenger.
Schoolmistress from 1860's turns back the clock.

Schools have changed a great deal. A century ago, teachers drilled punctuaiity into their
students with leather straps. To be on time, for a thh cesitury teacher, was a virtue right
_ next to love of God, country and “mother, -

The evolution of Upper Canada's schocl system and changing attitudes towards education

were the topic of the Osgoode Historical Society's Heritage Day.
{continued)
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Featured on Saturday's agenda was a slide presentation courtesy of Upper Canada Village,
reminisces about Osgoode schools from former students and teachers, and a surprise visit
from a schoolmistress of the 1860%s from Upper Canada Village,

Osgoode Township has had a rlch education history. Over 100 years ago, Osgoode boasted
15 public schools, one taught by James Grant, the son of one of the township's first
settiers, and two separate schocls, one Protestant, the other Catholic.

Less than a century ago, area pioneers considered education to be z luxury, Upper (anada
Village's Gabrielle Thomas told a packed house at the Vernon museum. In most villages,
the building of a church was the first priority, followad by the government's push for roads.
The schoolhouse was a distant third in the race, and money for schools had to be provided by
parents.,

The Common Schools Act, developed over a century ago, left education as a local initiative,
emphasizing the community involvement, to make education appealing to parents. While the
provincial government promised money for schools in the act, the promised funding rarely
materialized, said Thomas. The Common Schools Act wasn't changed unitil the 1936's.

f

Qualified teachers were also a scarcity., In 19th century eyes, said Thomas, children
were considered to be imnocents, but they were easily influenced by the evils of the world.
Their environment was under the eontrpl:of 2 few people, usually only the parents, teacher
and clergyman, and the students were segregated by age, sex and relzglon to keep them from

A L x'! i R AL S

corruption, - o . T e

S ol min ol
Not all teachers had ﬁormel School< or postmhxgh school qualificetlons, said Thomas. A:
loud voice and the ability to Carry out.punlshment were seen as the, best; qualzficatlons.

Acadeiic” ability was low-on the’ list ef~qualif1eetioﬂs* Reading, wrltlng and rlthmetic
were comsidered the most important subjbtts and "lehtning'by rote™ or- topying the lesson -
over and over, was the method of teaching. The slate and the slate pencil were the students
tools, and the copybpgk wasonly, for use after the: lesson. had. been written Successfully on.
the slate. Subgects like hlstory and geogragby-only entered tge currlculum later.,

Punctuelmty*énd-cleanl1ness ‘entéred thd' schbol system’ as-a'’ ﬁsy te prepare young students
for a-1ifa7af workeeg*in factdries, s@id Thcmas.**%he government encouraged ‘such qualiaties

with"dehiévement dteards, -7 f2nv o i Bove by
q!,}"!“ T3
Ph;sgcel .egycation was alse a; new,concept. As students began to spend more time in
schools and less time worklng, teachers found a need to add physical activities to the

cunrignlum.a The Wages. didn’® ‘tydray yery many young people inteo teaching as a.career.. ilﬁ :1

Y

the " qﬁ%ﬂegaﬁagma;grteagher could expect to. make .z2bout $268. per year, and he w0uld heve te*ﬂ
negokiate his sgiary hlmself. e 3 e . o I S SO L

Xz L

Female teachers fared even worse, with salatles at about $165. per year. Females were
A4 i . TS . E
seen..as less competent than male teechers. Desplte thls sentlment, female teachers were

common because their lower wages.were con51derea to be a-savings to the. community.'a Bt .q;

Mﬂpy of ‘the one=room schoolhouses had classes of ‘up to 90 -students, but it was rare ‘that-
even ‘most of the ‘ehitdren would -show’up on"any day. By 1871, education ‘for childrenm betwash
the! ages of seven and’12 was compulsory for ‘four months out of the year, but the law was - f
hard to enferce 1£ there were few-truant offlcers. . . - o

As educetlon beceme more 1mportant, and students spent longer perlcds cf time at. school,j
there was a declene in domestic service, sald Themas, as. fewer children went to wark as
farm-hands and maids. Girls who had a higher degrec of education could elect to work in
shops ard fadtories‘instead of" perate homes., - By the end of the century, schools were‘

teaching home econemlcs and shoﬁ. T 'jj . "

T

Chlldren who had chores to do at heme were di scouraged from going to classes by the 1;;'5
teachers themselves if there were more pressing ‘matters at home. In the mld—lSOG's, there
were only"tRrée wedks gut'of thé year-'in which school was not In session.,

Methodist minister Edgerton ,Ryerson, one of the pioneers of education in Ontarlc,
established . minimum. standards for ‘achools. by. the 1860°s, . He outlined_ standards for the..
school build 1ng 1t3elf but these were hard to enforce.

vty d Faomere. vohl oalx o L ad Py
A decade later, 2 scheol Lnsgector deelared that half of the schdd&ﬂﬁ?&ﬁ .@ ed W éreg“gg
"destltute“ and unfit for school purposes. : ot o aomt wﬁtw,htrt

Thé ¢id of the one-~room schonlhouse came with the end of the Cotitori “Schools Adt, ‘said’
Thomas. Within one century, education had been taken out of the hands of the family; out
of the hands of the community and into the hands of the state..

o3

DG_YOU REMEMBER THE WORDS OF THIS SONG? ST e
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Chorus in Ho. 1 Newsletter 193& N s : ' AT  F S
Doris Broughton of Osgoode has centrlbuted the follonlng two verseeneﬁd phorus for male fo
singer. . . : . et ' . T . .
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School Days

. Nothing to do, Nellie Darling - . ‘2, Member the hill, Nellie darling, 5
Nothing to do you say, - ‘ ~ And the oak tree that grew on its bow 8
let's take a trip on memory's ship . _ They've built forty stories wpott that old’
Back to-the by gome days  .:: = . . - hill ‘ ) :
48241 to the old village school house o And the oak's an old chestnut mow
Anchor outside the school door . ‘ "Member the meadows &0 green dear
Look in 2nd see, there's you and there's me  So fragrant with clever and maize =
A couple. of kids once more. : o " Into mnew city lots &nd preferred bus'ness
Chorus: School days, school days o plots

Dezr old golden rule days The?fve eut th@? up since thcse:dgys.”
Eeadin' and writin' and Tithmetic
Taught to the tune of a hickory stick.
- You were my queen in calico _ : Dot o

" I was your bashfull barefoot beau . T L ,
And ‘'Vou wrote on my slate, I love you Joe - - I L
When we were a couple of kids. , o e e . -

,,The~GidJ£ﬁoﬁe.School 5.8, #13, Osgoodé,— Built priof to iﬁééilp o

It was & dturdy building 'at York‘s Cormers, the first public school ‘on“the site. :
Built of steme, it was square in shapé with fhick 'walls and deep winddw sedts,. the four
sides of the roof sloping up to a short ridge pole. The boys and girls of School Sectiom
#13 Osgoode were given their introduction to education within its walls and to social |
interchange on the grounds outside as they took part in games and contests. This is the:

s¢ﬁ§9l‘ﬁﬁiéﬁi3aq (Russell Dempsey) attended. '

Most of the teachers were men, usually retired army officers, who were strong on
discipline whatever their academic qualifications may have been. And it seems there was’
need for stern measures at times, especially in winter when the farm lads were attending,

Younger pupils and the girls could begin with the opening of school, but clider boys were
‘kept ‘at home to help with the fall works hatvesting, root and potato digging, ploughing,
' butcheridg, and ¢learing of new fields. These boys ‘wére sent to school only when they
could be spared. The result was that there were those between fifteen and eighteen years
of age in classes with pupils much younger, and they felt-out of place and-.-some:of them
harder to discipline. They lost time each year and their education suffered as they fell
behind end in some cases interest faltered. One of these older boys was told to remain
after four o'clock one dey but when the others started to leave he got up to go with ‘
them. The teacher was at his desk in a stride, picked him up bedily, and threw him across
the toom; . the lad decided to stay. The cane was in evidencej it was_certainly not "spare
the rod and spoil the child". IR

The pupils worked with slate and stylus which had one advantage: when the slate was

filled it could be cleared of words and figures and used over again, The approved way
was with cloth and water, but it. was sometimes done, by spittimg and wiping with sleeve
or on pantleg. As scribblers ceme into use they gradually replaced the slates but they
cost pennies and the family got them as they had the money for them. There were reading
books with prose and poetry, many of the passages for older classes taken from the great
authors of the eighteenth dnd nineteenth centuries, along with: seleetions. from the Bibld.
Years later, those pupils, now parents, could surprise their children by. quoting poems
- from the old readers, as memory work had been required of them. :

_ The country still had first stands of trees in many areas, and farms were' being
enlarged snd houses improved o6r réplaced by better ones., Grandmother Dempsey told that

when she went to bring the cows in from fields at the back of the farm she could hear

Wolvgﬁjhgwling in the woods between her smd the buildings. ' ‘ ST

Numbers of the farmers were also lumbermen and each winter were busy'félliqg‘ﬁEeés

and piling logs at the river bank so as to be ready to float them down the -Castor in the
spring on .their way to Montreal or Quebec., Grendfather Dempsey was one of these. When:
Father was fourteen years of age (in 1890) Grandfather handed .the plough handles to him
saying: "Teke over, you will do the ploughirg from now on". That euded Father's formal.
education. C ' oot

' o Allison Dempsey

Curator's Report; énn.Léighfén Eyle

Although the pace is slower in the winter than in the summer, artifactrs continue to-
trickle in to be catalogued. Some come by way of persistence on the part of the member
and some because the winter gave someone the opportunity to get to it. “Some intéresting
projects are waiting to be undertdken, only we need a few more: hands.- Anyone who would
like to.put in an hour or two a weéek doing interesting 'stufff is being urgently sought.

. Call any member (or myself) to discuss details. IR ' - -
J Some interesting 'stuff' is to be found in the fami}y-filés.ii?articuiarly of “interest
:L.i cne of the Crmpbeil files which. features the family of Thomas Caipbell who brought his
|
|
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bride Sarah Faran to his newly purchased tract of land in Osgoode ( ) in 1B09.
This particilar excerpt is: part-of a - series of stories by descendant Walter F. Campbell
in+1954  and sent to the museum by his daughter. These engaging stories describe an
-aspect.of life we take.for, granted today. A constant struggle was the shortage of cash
to buy needed metal tools, gunpowder and some foodstuffs like salt and tea. Mr, '
Campbell. goes on to say that except arouné the towns the whole country was covered with
dense forest which sheltered animals. of all kinds. These animal skins, tanned and
taken to the trading posti.in exchange. for the essentials. Since gunpowder was &0 deer,
. ploneers frugally sought ways to.capture game without it. Wild turkeys were trapped’
within the woods in & trap made of split rails 10 - 12 feet long laid out like 2 cabin
except. that. the ends were not fitted but left open (6 - 8"). The walls were 5 — 6°'
high covered by rails with 6" gaps. Next a tunnel was dug under each wall leading from
the outside to the inside. Once a turkey had gotten used to it being there, corn
kernels were strewn about and in a trail Ieading through the tunnel and into the trap.
Once the turkey reached the end of the trail of corn in the trap he raised his head,
looked up for a place to fly cut, {(never thlnklng to look dowin) and continued to leok
up until his captor came with a stick and killed him. _ '

T A gréat dezl of interesting material is waiting to be rediscovered.  -Such information
helps give an idea of 1life in Osgoode 80 :long ago. We appreciate the donatlons or loang
of any material for this purpose. In partlcular, old photos ‘of village 1ifey - - - ;
partlcularly mainstreets and bulldlngs are of value. ;

: Annl Le1ghton Kyle, Curator:

"ﬁotes “oF: Interest::* - e T BT

) Bessié andsor of our twp. ‘a des¢endent of -a pioneer famlly of Osgoode (JameahHeWGS)

g going through 'a keepsake box came upon ‘350 some articles, tax bills, assessments,
receipts and other articles too numerous to inscribe here. One such article readss

e § S ' Clerk of the Peace Offlce
James Howes . Bytcwn 24 Apr. 1849 ‘

JIJSir, You’ are ﬂefeby notiffed “that you weré ‘duly - app01nted a Gonstable for . the Townshlp 7
‘of' Osgoode in‘'the District oF ﬁalhou91e, ‘st thelast Court of General Quarter sessioams,
“Holden™ 1n -end for said District, and you are hereby required to take oath of office
prescrlbed by Qtatute, Wlth the least possible delay.o o .

I .am,. Slr,

Your obedient Serv't

e : ) - L3

waexEReﬁéigt fﬁor 17 1846:.-Rec.‘frem Mr. James Howes the sum. of 9!10 being the amt’ of
- 2'ypaxrs faxes. total west % 16 in the 7th concession of Osgoode years 1843 and 1844.:

Thomas Bajiley - = - TR O S
woednfe iy o, : - Collector | .

-o.n---t:uv-.-ae-.o--.-w--uoeoncoooqnoona.-n--n-o-o-o--qc;.nllJlﬂbcl-lid!pv?“'ﬂ‘!l'ﬂl'g
March Heritage Festival, Saturday Jume 25th 2-8 p.m. at Pinhey’s Point (Horaceville)
Entertaimment, food, Historical displays etec., further 1nformation Katherine Wetson
592-4281

'_ Membership Fee for 1988: "To those members, receiving membership renewal notice with
thls newsletter we greatly appreciaté your past and hopefully yeur contlnulng support
to the Soc1et? Thank you. ' """ﬂ*u : S )

Jean Cochran, author of "The one roem.ﬁchool house in  Canada w111 be our guest speaker
at a meetlng at the museum in June. Date to be announced.

Tooren oo i D
Reclge. What is 1*? . Do o -
4 1bs. of green tomatoes, 3 lbs. of sugar, 3 1emens slrced, ginger. roct to taste,:
ﬂoii,_t&LL_thck,‘ . .

Schqol days 50 years ago (Vol 14 1988,4N0 1 hewsletter) Due to the many queries and
: ‘applause,. I humbly admit.to being the author . of ‘School Days 50 Years Ago, editor of

Rews Letter. Michael Daley. . . ..

We are pleased to state that the Osgoode Twp Council have 51gned an appllcatlon ferm
. for grant purposes to assist in the erectiom of a building on the museum grounds (twp.
property for the purpose of §toring and displaying antique ‘machinery, relating to the
Agricultural Industry of Osgoode Twp. Cash donations are gratefully accepted.
Recelpts evallable. : : S

K
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Obltuary in Ottawa,paper°; bnnlskerry Cltlzen Dies.‘r

Jan 4 (1911) M. Mlchael Mﬂrphy, ‘a“well kiown resident of Ennlskery passed away 1ast
‘i Week ! The Tate M) Hurphy haé been i1l for the last two.years and.the end came not.
':‘dhexpectedly.. ‘A widdw, thrée sons, and twd daughters are left to mourn his loss..
Messers, Michael, Farl and Eddie, Miss- Lizsie at homé and Miss Mamie of Sask. also his
zgister Mrs. Py Ji-McGshey, :of Wilson s.Bay.-, .. . )

:The fune*al‘_oqk.place,a; St John's Ghurch .and was . largely ettended.' Iprermenr"in

ft, Johnfaz Grmetorer Comtr ituiod b Pat Ryrr
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An_excerpt takenm from Twigs From the Oak and other Trees by D. G. Cameron, D.D.
— - J
The year 1833 is an outstanding date in the deﬁeiopment of the Osgoode settlement.

Prior to that time the. people were mainly cccupied in the hanagement of their family affairs
although always willing to give their neighbor a Welping hand and to promote any enterprizé
: that seemed likely to advance the welfare of the community, but now a forward step was to ;
be taken by which the settlement as a whole should have dealings with other seétlementg,

struated 'in: a! somewhat. similar manner to. their own..

R -

[URRNT TR

There was an increesing desire for a wider knowledge of the country |in which they
lived, and especially of the surrounding commmities. Some of them also were betoming .
anxious to get in touch with the Governing bodies of Upper Canada. . They had been reéeivmn§
fragmentary information concerning the matter im which the Province was being gowverhed and'
had heard alarming reports of class distinctions and of special privilegés being claimed -
by some churches which were denied to others. . Several were also disposed to seek an
opportunity of expressing their own views regarding those conditions and various other

settlements of public interest..

EER Y
. .

When the news that a District Council was to bé formed that Osgoode was one of the
Townships to be included dnd that a representative of their settlement would occupy 2 seat.
in that council it was received with gemeral satisfdcticn when organized, it was named the,
Pistrict Council of Ottawa, for its meeting place was L'Orignal on the south shore of the
.Ottawa River . about forty miles from Osgoode.’ - ‘

Mr, Archibald McDonell was chosen as the first representative of Osgoode in that
Council, whether he was appcinted by the gov't or electéd by the people we are unable te
state, but whichever method was adapted it seems cleéar that noc man was better qualified
for the positiom, ' ' S

'...;‘-0‘0..I..l.l...'.'.l'i‘.i‘.....'..OC-Il--ol.ll.l‘ll'.-.t.o..i.’l.IQ_.CDOOOCVDODUDICCIQI.'D

_James Grant a son of ome of the earliest settlers was the first who taught in & school,
and it was in z log shanty erected especially for the purpose on the ground immediately

_east of where .the Metcalfe Methodist Cemetery i5 situated.

-Metcalfe - This village was hamed in honour of Sir Charles Metcalfe (1785-1846) a

distingutshed British Administrator” in' India and Jameica who was Governor General of

Canada in the year igsz, = -

in’
-3
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_VOTERS' LIST FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF OSGOODE FOR THE YEAR 1857
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N : {Continuad from Volume 14, No. 1}
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213 -3 Sullivan, Patrick see.ec.. S hf & and op seswe.s 2 mf and
218 3 Sullivan, Michael .eseees. 5 e gr 10 and op voae 2 mf and
220 i Sullivan, Jerry eeeeeseess Pt 8 w ar 10 coovenns 2 mf and
C422 v Foreoc- Shaw, JAMES -wesveoassrsoes . L seseessnnnsnnaccnes | 4 mf and
432 . 3 . Stackpcle, Jobti ceosecanes WHE S connnnianncnns 4  mf and
435 ., 3 . Stanley, Wiy esoevesrsancns 8 and OP cevessnanens & mf znd;
505 i Stackpole, Michael ....... 1 hf 3 andop ceecues 3 wf and
513 h Stanley, John euvecceessss B HE S Lieiieeveseess 30 uf ‘and
4417 3777 Stanley, JAMES seieesesses B W QY L0ieioeneen 4. mf and
442 3., --uStanley; Dav!” Jeeocanenns negr 10 eovencesess 4 mf and ©
436 « ... : - Stanley, HWm. Tesveonsossoss B ..................Jﬁ ‘4" wf -and..fe.
437 Stanley, HAYVEY seveeesece O sovacosscarsoacncas “ 4l mf End RS
330 3 Smith, Geo. Heveeeesessees @ BE B ceviviseneands’ B 3 mf ‘and 0oy
B - 7 S Shea, JaMeS seaseiesiscsse s hf 8 and.op ceeares.. 1 . mf and 0.,
79 3j Stinson, William ..ceceess 0 hE 7 20d OP seanase | 1 m=f and o..
431 Shea, Joseph svesevesssess PpL 2 RE 5 vovessasees & mf and o..
80 Stinscn, Wme Heveossevecass m B HE T sauiiwacioenns 1 mf and fs.
515 Stanley, WM. Aceevcneassos S hf 5 tieeuesesnnnes 5 mf and o..
11 i Tevans, Fatrick ....ecaces PE 8 siencassssserans Man, mf and o..
- 303 i Tierne, PatricCk cesvevocas WhE 3 teeeenensaness 2 mf and o..
. 310 R Tomkins, Henry scesesencs 1 2nd OP ceevevscssss 3 mf and 0.,
311 i Tomkins, W.E.Couceevannes 1ot 1 viienvrcananass 3 wf and fs.
LT cnrdet draasesesseamenae 3 : mfand .fs’
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PART II - Persons entitled to vote at Munieipal Elections only.
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Burns, Hrs. Michael .....
Driscoll, Mrs. J.
Dolan, Ellen .....
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Fio g aoagoesie

centte P 10 teeecann

) Pt 3 P T L . A

“pt 8 ..-'lvﬂl-l‘otto-'o

Shf—g;-una-.-no‘io---‘
'pt = hf 4 ;‘-a-c‘coao-‘t .
' Sﬁqr 1 spepesenene e

© Man,

2 OWET s s oss

Man.

B PO b

OWHET sess
LOWNRY asese
OWHEY eses
OWDRETY sens
OWIEYaoeaos
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